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Corzine launches a four-country tour

Thursday, January 06, 2005

BY RAVIYA H. ISMAIL
Star-Ledger Staff

Sen. Jon Corzine (D-N.J.) told a group of South Asian politicians and civic
organization representatives yesterday that his trip to areas devastated by the
Dec. 26 tsunami, scheduled to begin today, is a humanitarian effort primarily
to assess what relief work is needed.

"This is an opportunity for us to go and express our compassion," Corzine said
during the meeting at the Vihara Buddhist Temple in Franklin Township in
Somerset County.

Corzine's itinerary calls for him to visit the four hardest-hit countries before

he returns home next Thursday. He planned to fly to Jakarta, Indonesia,
today; to Bangkok, Thailand, Sunday; to Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday and to
Delhi, India, Wednesday. He will meet with government officials and nonprofit
groups in each country.

Corzine has been working with the Heart-to-Heart Foundation of Olathe, Kan.,
which received medical supplies and medicine from Merck, Novartis, and
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical companies. The supplies were packed on
a plane that also was to fly to South Asia today.

Members of the Vihara Buddhist Temple have galvanized a relief effort,
sending a crate of goods to Sri Lanka Tuesday. Temple members follow the
Theravada branch of Buddhism, which is practiced in Sri Lanka and most of
Southeast Asia. The congregation numbers about 150 people, said monk
Bulugammana Piyarathana.

Piyarathana said no members have directly been affected by the disaster.

Also in attendance yesterday was Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula (D-
Somerset), who said he has family living four miles from Nagapattinam, one of
the cities on India's hard-hit southeastern coast.

"Even though what has happened is 10,000 miles away, Americans have
shown great leadership," said Chivukula.
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Corzine launches a four-country tour

Corzine said the best donations are monetary, because that makes it easier
for relief workers to designate what goes where.

Corzine plans to join Reps. Christopher Smith (R-4th Dist.), Frank Pallone (D-
6th Dist.) and Jim Leach (R-lowa) and U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kansas),
who are all traveling to South Asia this week.

Raviya H. Ismail works in the Somerset County bureau. She can be reached
at rismail@starledger.com or at (908) 429-9925.
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